Our Core Values
Ø Respect for all
Ø Hard Work
Ø Honesty
Ø Responsibility
Ø Social Awareness
Ø Compassion

NEWSLETTER No 13

Dear Parents
We trust you have enjoyed an excellent mid-term break. As we continue with our public examinations all students
have returned energised and enthusiastic to tackle the second half of this final term.
REPORT BACK FROM ISASA CONFERENCE 2018
The School Executive attended the ISASA conference, which includes Heads (SAHISA) and Bursars (SABISA), over the
mid-term break. After three-and-a-half days at conference, I am pleased to inform parents that our vision, mission
and ethos are meeting international standards when it comes to teaching our millennials. There are many social,
socio-economic, political and transformational issues which schools in sub-Saharan Africa are grappling with. Despite
our geographical location, I strongly believe that we are an oasis of tranquillity, high expectations and a marvellous
value system.
We continue to set high expectations for our students and staff in a world which is in constant flux and future
unbeknown to us. Technology, is shape shifting through our schools and society and in my opinion, this revolution
can only transform our lives in a positive manner to enhance learning and make day-to-day living more enjoyable
and meaningful.
I leave you to ponder this quotation: ‘New technology is not good or evil in and of itself. It's all about how people
choose to use it.’ David Wong
I would like to take this opportunity in thanking all parents for their support in the first half of this term. As we
approach the November examination at lightning speed, I would like to encourage parents to motivate students to
either study with the teachers at Academic Clinics from 14:30 – 15:30, study in Lengau or study at home. It is
imperative that students utilise their time effectively as we enter this very pressurised time in the academic year.
On this note, we encourage all students to engage in sporting activities whilst studying as it is very important to note
that physical activity stimulates cognitive performance in that physical exercise releases proteins in the brain which
assist in improving memory.
IQAA EVALUATION OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF SOUTH AFRICA
(HIGH SCHOOL) 2018
We are very pleased to provide you with an overview from the IQAA evaluation which was undertaken in Term 2.
The extracts outlined below provides us with an opportunity to celebrate our diversity and academic prowess as a
leading independent school in sub-Saharan Africa, offering the Cambridge curriculum. We have already begun our
engagement with relevant stakeholders in collating and executing an action plan which we hope will bear success
in 2019.
“It was a great pleasure and privilege for me to be a mentor at ISSA. It was a very positive and enjoyable
experience” “I saw good examples of solid and innovative teaching.” – Kevin Tait, Mentor
“I have read all the relevant documents and reports pertaining to the evaluation of the High School of the
International School of South Africa (ISSA) and am left with the impression of a school which is bravely struggling
with the pressures of difficult political and economic times. Started in 1990 with the Trust’s main purpose as
philanthropy, the school provides a good education based on the Cambridge International Exams to students from
over ten African countries. Through the huge political upheaval in its early years to the present provincial upheavals,
ISSA has existed in a pretty tumultuous period in history, and is presently suffering from national economic
shrinkage. All of this contributes to the challenge of maintaining the school’s values and deep sense of pride among
adults and students in the school.

However, despite the challenges and the tough task of maintaining sustainable numbers, ISSA continues to
provide a good education with an upward trend in results and the goal of ensuring that students are prepared
for secure gainful employment with decent earning potential. Problem areas loom quite large in the school
report but these must be seen in the perspective of a combined boarding and day school where multiple
nationalities coexist and where the distance that the school is from the bulk of South African Independent
Schools sometimes deprives the school of sporting opportunities and general camaraderie.” – MICHAEL HOSTY,
Acting Executive Director
REPORT BACK FOR OUTWARD BOUND
This year has been a challenging year for the Form 4s. From having to adjust to new and unfamiliar subjects, to
dealing with the new and heavier academic pressures of the IGCSE curriculum, our Form 4’s have had to face many
obstacles. Like the name of the camp suggests – the Outward Bound experience was definitely one out of the ordinary.
Form 4’s were definitely pushed to their limits; hiking long distances over various terrains in harsh weather enduring
gruelling physical activities and living in the wilderness away from civilisation and luxuries like internet and junk
food.
Our Form 4’s embarked on their journey to the Vredefort Dome, where their camp was being facilitated, on an early
Saturday morning. Most of the students were anxious and full of anticipation as the only things that they’d ever
known about Outward Bound, prior to their trip, were from horror stories told by the previous groups who had been
there. Upon arrival, most students remained enthusiastic, assuming that the base camp was going to be the place
where all the Outward Bound magic was going to take place – but sadly they were all proven wrong as soon as group
allocations took place and plans to depart from the base camp started being shared with the students.

The first challenge of Outward Bound was presented in the first hour of the trip upon arrival, in the form of group
allocations. The group allocations were completely randomised and with this came a sort of beauty and dismay in
the whole situation. The initial dismay most students felt was from the disappointment of not being able to be in
the same group with their friends or from being in a group with someone who they wouldn’t initially socialise with
in the first place. Students made assumptions that not having their friends or familiar faces in their group would
prohibit them from enjoying the experience as a whole. The beauty of this situation came about at the end of the
camp upon reflection of how things had transpired, when most students gained a new found appreciation for the
act of randomising members of each group. Most students had learnt to face their differences with one another
but more importantly, they learnt to assign a new level of appreciation to their group members. Upon having a
conversation with one of the students, it was revealed that there was something about going through tough and
challenging activities with one another that allowed for a new sense of trust to be formed amongst group members.
This then meant that the Outward Bound experience not only worked to test people’s physical endurance, but
worked to teach students about co-operation, trust and team building –which are all fundamental aspects of
leadership.

Outward bound primarily worked towards testing the physical endurance of the Form 4’s through the many activities
that they had to take part in throughout the duration of the trip. For the total duration of the camp, our Form 4’s
hiked an estimate of about 60km across hills and mountains, rafted in the Vaal river, rock climbed and abseiled all
while having to come back and sleep through the cold and windy night in tents whilst having to cook for themselves
daily . Needless to say for many of the Form 4’s, Outward Bound would have been the first time they would have
been required to cook and fend for themselves and that presented itself to be quite the challenge for some of the
students .Either way the students still found a way to survive, be it through living off of bread and syrup or actually
cooking proper and hearty meals – our Form 4’s still found a way to persevere and make the most of the situation.

The Outward Bound experience was one that not only helped mould the students into more mature and self-sufficient
people but also helped in moulding them to be more environmentally conscious. Within a few hours of arrival, the
students soon became more aware of the importance of environmental cleanliness. With the strict rules about litter
being imposed on them daily, the Form 4’s soon became familiar with the concept of taking responsibility of their
waste and later on began internalising these rules and abiding by them as if it were their own. Aside from this,
Outward Bound was a place of self- discovery as many students realised their potential and hidden abilities with
regards to leadership. Many of the students soon came out of their shells and began showing their hidden potential
to be leaders whilst others began openly embracing and using these abilities to be more productive members of
their groups.
Not only did Outward Bound show our students their hidden abilities with regards to leadership. It also taught them
about the power of believing in themselves and each other. Many of the activities that the Form 4’s took part in
tested each student’s ability to be a strong individual, not only for themselves, but for the team too – because of
this, many of our students realised that sometimes the only way to succeed when performing a task was to help
others first .This then showed them the importance of co-operation and problem solving as a unit. Outward Bound
taught the students about the importance of teambuilding and also served as a great place for the students to
develop certain characteristics about themselves. The experience as a whole will always be one that all the students
will remember for many years to come.
Resego Mosarwe – Form 4

Form 1 and Form 2 Maru-a-Pula Derby Weekend
We are excited to be hosting Maru‐pula on our campus from 2ⁿ� – 4�� November. We look forward to seeing you
then.

Athletics
Ÿ Athletics Events: 100m, 200m, 800m, 4x100m relay. Three students per event for both boys and girls.
Two relay teams from each school.
Ÿ Fun games: tug of war, sack race, three legged race, egg and spoon race
Variety Show
Ÿ It is Halloween themed evening as 2 November is the actual Halloween Night.
Ÿ 6 performances from each school with a minimum of 3 group performances.
Ÿ Minimum number in a group should be 3 performers.
Ÿ There will be impromptu performances from the audience as well. Rules for these performances will be
given just before the performance.
Ÿ Students who do not take part in any event will be charged an entrance fee of R10. So we need to submit
names of all participating students to the organiser of the function. Participation in Tug-of –War does not
exempt one from paying as it a whole school event.
Ÿ The tuckshop will be selling refreshments and food in the theatre foyer.

SUN CITY TRIP
On the 13�� of October the boys of Nkwe hostel went on a hostel trip to Sun City. We left at 06:30 in the morning
starting the day in the fairly cold breeze. We travelled for just over 2 hours looking forward to ride the enjoyable
slides.

We arrived and quickly changed into our swim wear and we made our way to the different rides and slides that are
offered at the Valley of Waves. The Boomerango was the scariest slide. It drops you from an 18m tower and twists
and turns you left, right up and down until you dive into a 6,500-square-meter Surf Wave Pool below. The most
exciting and most loved contraption was the waves. It is a man-made wave with a hydraulic mechanism which would
get to a height of around 4 meters.
We had loads of fun, but like all good things, it had to come to an end. We left Sun City at around 18h00 due to heavy
rains that delayed us from starting our journey back home. On the bus back we enjoyed some Ice cream and our
fast food!
On behalf of the hostel I would like to thank Coach P, Coach Lebo and our driver Mr Jeffrey Mashaba for taking
care of us and all our needs during this successful trip.
Moroni Tembo
WHAT’S NEW IN THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT?
As Form 5 - U6 students begin writing their external examinations, exciting developments continue in the History
Department.
Form 1 students recently finished their study of Southern Africa, from the San and Khoikhoi people to the arrival of
the Dutch settlers in Cape Town. They then began studying the Mughal Empire, one of the great dynasties of the
Indian subcontinent.
Meanwhile, Form 2 students are delving into the history of South Africa during the 20�� Century. By grappling with
issues such as the early Apartheid laws, with case studies of forced removal in Sophiatown and District 6, the students
are beginning to understand the development of South Africa from the perspective of the various people who
comprise it.
Form 3 students are in the process of finishing their study of the early 20�� Century from an international perspective.
After debating the causes of World War I through a class trial, they proceeded to study the Paris Peace Conference
and the infamous Treaty of Versailles. They then learned about the formation of the League of Nations, the world’s
first attempt at a peacekeeping organisation, and examined some of its successes and failures in the 1920s and 1930s.
Finally, Form 4 students have been tackling a depth study on Germany from 1918-1945. Highlights have included
their analysis of propaganda in the Nazi state, which included a discussion on how propaganda (political or otherwise)
continues to affect us today. It was also important to examine how the persecution of Jews began to develop in
German society, and once again, to draw connections with current cases of prejudice and racial violence around the
world
It has been an exciting year of History, with lots of lively debate and thoughtful analysis. We will continue to think
of our examination candidates as they finish off the term!
Mr Hawkins

ART EXHIBITION 2018
The Art and Design Department at the International School of South Africa is a vibrant and colourful place where
students are guided and encouraged to explore and develop skills that will contribute to them being able to
communicate creatively within the platform of the Visual Arts. The evidence of this was clear during our annual Art
Exhibition that took place on the 16�� of October in the Art Department. Parents, students and guests from the
Department Arts and Culture were welcomed and the acting CEO Ms. Yukesha Makhan reminded us all of the
potential that the Visual Arts have to build bridges, and strengthen relationships. This whole school event is truly a
celebration that displays the talent, dedication and creative efforts of all the students in our school.

Our Art programme has been developed to accommodate the unique character of our student body. It supports
every student to understand and appreciation art and culture on a global, contextual and conceptual level as well
as developing the technical skills with which they can express themselves visually.
All students take Art as a subject before it becomes an elective for the IGCSE course and thereafter the A-Levels.
Art and Design has proven to be very valuable as a subject in preparing students for Tertiary education in creative
directions such as Architecture, Film and Theatre, Culinary, Information Design and Media studies to name but a
few. As an Art Teacher I have experienced that my students who understand and value the underlying discipline
that supports the creative process flourish not only in their creative efforts but also in their studies in general.
We also realise the need for our art students to be exposed to the contemporary visual art world of exhibitions,
arts studios and meeting artists in person. To enable us to meet the needs of our syllabus at IGCSE and A-Level,
and our students, regular trips are organised to the major art centres such as Cape Town and Johannesburg. Our
students find these first-hand experience to be very valuable and inspiring.

JHB Art Fair 2016

Cape Town 2018

We continue to inspire creativity and innovation in the Arts; make sure to not miss out on this event in October
2019.
Mrs Ludick

EXAMINATION PREPARATION
No Hurry
There is an old fable that tells of three apprentice devils who came to earth to finish their apprenticeship. They were
talking to Satan, the chief of the devils, about their plans to tempt and ruin men. The first said, "I will tell them there
is no God." Satan said, "That will not delude many, for they know there is a God." The second said, "I will tell men
there is no hell." Satan answered, "You will deceive no one that way; men know even now that there is a hell for
sin." The third said, "I will tell men there is no hurry." "You will ruin them by the thousands," said Satan. The most
dangerous of all delusions is that there is plenty of time. By Woodrow Knoll
As the ISSA family are in the middle of public examinations and in preparation for internal examinations, it is very
critical that both students and teachers take note of the undisputed reality alluded to in the fable. Examination time
is always pivotal and fundamental in the success of the students. It is, therefore, very key that the students manage
their time wisely in order to achieve great results. Time is part of the examination hence every second should count
in the examination. Every minute should be valued as if it is the only moment available in the lifetime because an
examination is a crucial and life-changing experience – for the better or the worst.
In preparation for the examinations, it is important that students internalise their examinations timetable. This helps
them to plan what and when to study – that is called preparation. Benjamin Franklin, the father of time management,
says, “Failure to plan is planning to fail”. The students need to start preparing now in order to avoid the last minute
rush. The anxiety fore-boarding examinations can be exterminated by careful planning. Every student should have
a drawn-up schedule to help them study and carefully monitor their progress. Once time is used wisely, the
examinations season is going to be a fruitful one.
A number of people allude success to the careful use of time:
“How did it get so late so soon?” - Dr Seuss
“Lost time is never found again.”– Benjamin Franklin
“Time you enjoy wasting is not wasted time.” – Marthe Troly-Curtin
“We are time’s subjects, and time bids be gone.”– William Shakespeare
“You can have it all. Just not all at once.”– Oprah Winfrey
“Time is the longest distance between two places.” – Tennessee Williams
“Time is what we want most, but what we spend worst.” – William Penn
“I must govern the clock, not be governed by it.” – Golda Meir
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.” – Mother Teresa
“You can’t make up for lost time. You can only do better in the future.” – Ashley Ormon
This suggests that the careful use of time is going to be of paramount importance if students are to pass examinations.
The long slumber that “there is no hurry” should come to pass and we are going to achieve great results in our
examinations and in our future endeavours. I wish all the best to the students embarking on their end of year
examinations in 2018.
Mr Mambiravana
UPCOMING EVENTS
2ⁿ� November: F1 – F2 Maru‐Pula Derby (H)
2ⁿ� November: Form 4 Sporting and extramurals end
9�� - 10�� November: F3 Interdisciplinary Field Trip
9�� November: Form 1 - 3 Sporting and extramurals end
11�� November: Nkwe Hostel Trip to Phoenix Race Course
12�� November: Form 1 – 4 Practical and oral examinations begin
Yours sincerely

Ms Y Makhan
Acting CEO/Head: Senior School

